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WHY GLIDE?

• The world is home to more than 60 
gliding mammal species

• Gliding squirrels in Asia, Europe, North 
America and Africa

• Gliding lemurs in Asia and the 
Philippines

• Gliding possums in Australia

• Why glide?
- Avoid predators
- Energy efficient
- Habitat structure
- Sparse and irregular resources

Source: Britannica.com



GREATER GLIDER

• Largest gliding possum

• Long fluffy tail and round ears

• Eucalypt forests and 
woodlands, especially old forest 

• Diet of eucalypt leaves

• Solitary, home range of 1-10 ha

• Can use up to 20 hollows in 
home range

• Moves to feeding areas along 
established routes using glides 
of up to 100 m

• Breeding season March to June
Source: Sam HortonSource: Josh Bowell
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THREATS TO GLIDERS

Source: Wikipedia Commons Source: Daryl Dickson



HOLLOWS FOR GLIDERS

• All of Australia’s glider species need hollows

• Individuals and family groups will use 
multiple hollows

- Greater gliders up to 20 hollows within a 2 
hectare home range

• Multiple hollows have multiple benefits

- Reduce parasite load
- Avoid predators by being unpredictable
- Different thermal properties
- Different weather conditions
- Denning versus rearing of young

• Greater gliders den in largest, oldest trees

• Without hollows, gliders can’t survive!

Source: Josh Bowell

Source: Sam Horton



A HOLLOW DECLINE

• Historical habitats would have had dozens 
of tree hollows per hectare

• Hollows are decreasing drastically

- Clearing and thinning
- Bushfire
- Firewood collection

• Many remaining hollow-bearing trees are 
reaching the end of their lives

• Dead trees make up some of the shortfall, 
but are extremely short-lived

• Need alternatives to bridge the gap as 
natural hollows take 100+ years to form

Source: Kenworth Australia

Source: Irish Times



REGIONAL BUSHFIRE 
RECOVERY PROJECT

• Greater gliders severely impacted by 2019/20 
bushfires

- 1/3 of total species habitat burnt in eastern Australia

• Funded by the Australian Government’s Bushfire 
Recovery for Wildlife and their Habitats program

• Part of a suite of around a dozen projects focusing on 
large gliders in Victoria, NSW and Queensland

• Several components

- Series of workshops around South East Queensland
- Surveys on private land to identify glider populations
- Production of revegetation guidelines for gliders
- Assist Healthy Land & Water with habitat mapping



Source: Hollow Log Homes Source: Andrew Campbell

SAVING GREATER 
GLIDERS



ARTIFICIAL HOLLOWS

• Artificial hollows are one way to replace 
natural hollows in the landscape

• Many different options

- Traditional nest boxes
- Moulded plastic nest boxes
- Chainsaw-carved hollows

• Design depends on target species

- Front entry for possums, parrots, small gliders
- Rear entry for gliders
- Large custom boxes for cockatoos, owls, etc.

• If you can do one thing for gliders – install 
a nest box on your property

Source: Goldingay et al. 2020

Source: Hollow Log Homes


